TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Order of Worship for December 20, 2020
The Fourth Sunday of Advent celebrating Maji

Gathering Music

Welcome & Announcements

Prelude —Angels from the Realms of Glory
Advent Candle Lighting

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage."

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the
prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is
to shepherd my people Israel.™

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when die star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying,"Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage."

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was.

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage.

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.—
Reformed Worship



Advent Candle Lighting Song —

Psalm of Lament
Psalm 89:22-26
89:22 The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble
him.
89:23 | will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate
him.
89:24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my
name his horn shall be exalted.
89:25 | will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.
89:26 He shall cry to me, 'You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of
my salvation!

Prayer of Lament

God, it can be hard to discern your wisdom in the midst of loss
and sorrow. Be with us as we mourn so that our hearts can feel
the sadness of this moment and we can be open to hearing your
invitations for us. The wisemen were able to hear the promise of a
future different from the present help us to hear your promises for
the future and to have hope.

Personal time for Lament
(A time of silence will be observed for personal lament.)

Solo — O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Promise of Consolation Proverbs 3:3-6
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
straight your paths.

Sharing Our Faith with Our Children — Jan Hunt



*Hymn We Three Kings of Orient Are

We three kings of Orient are,

Bearing gifts we traverse afar,

Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.

Refrain:

O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light!

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never

Over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Frankincense to offer have |;
Incense owns a Deity nigh;

Prayer and praising, we are raising,
Worshiping God Most High. [Refrain]

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain]

Glorious now behold Him arise,

King and God and Sacrifice;

Alleluia, Alleluia,

Sounds through the earth and skies. [Refrain]

Scripture Lesson Luke 1:57-66

The Birth of John the Baptist



57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58
Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy
to her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were
going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No;
he is to be called John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this
name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he
wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is
John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came
over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout
the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and
said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord
was with him.

Sermon — What Will this Child Become Rev. Jennifer A. Baer

*Hymn It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, good will to all,
From heaven's all-gracious King":
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats

O'er all the weary world:

Above its sad and lowly plains,

They bend on hovering wing,

And ever o'er its Babel sounds

The blessed angels sing.



And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,

Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,

Look now! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing:

O rest beside the weary road,

And hear the angels sing.

For lo! the days are hastening on,

By prophet bards foretold,

When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold;

When peace shall over all the earth

Its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory —
*Doxology (Hymn 592)

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

*Sending Forth and Benediction
*Choral Response Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come:

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns:



Let us our songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

Postlude:Festival
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Liturgist: Fred Hunt

Resident Soloist: Jesscia Starcher

Head Deacons: Karen Perzia & Rich Burkhardt
Pastor: Rev. Jennifer A. Baer

Music Director: Pamela Carroll



